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PHILIPPINES 

M ore than 7 >000 islands and islets rise 
from a partly submerged mountain 
chain to form the Philippines. Largely trop- 
ical wilderness, 90 percent of the islands are 
uninhabited, 60 percent unnamed. Two- 
thirds of the population lives on the two 
largest islands, Luzon and Mindanao. 

Predominantly of Malay origin, Filipinos 
trace their origins as far back as 3000 B.C., 
to the first immigrants from Indonesia and 
Malaya. Hillsides terraced with rice fields 
bear witness to ancient engineering skills. 

In the 14th century Arab missionaries 
brought Islam to the 
Sul us and other 

southern islands. 

The Christian influ- 
ence dates from 1521, 
when Magell an land- 
ed on Cebu, opening the way for Spanish 
colonization in 1565. Spain’s rule lasted 333 
years, ending with the Spanish-American 
War. The United States guided the Philip- 
pines during the next 48 years, leaving a 
heritage of language and liberty. The nation 
became fully independent on July 4, 1946. 

GOVERNMENT: Republic, LAND AREA: 115,830 
sci u arc miles, about the size of Arizona, extending 
1,150 miles north and south, the sweep of Wash 
ington, Oregon, and California combined. POPU- 
LATION: 32,600,000, mainly of Malay stock. LAN- 
GUAGE: Officially Pilipino (Tagalog); English 
(spoken by 40%), Spanish, 80-odd native dialects. 
RELIGION: 83% Roman Catholic; Aglipayan (an 
independent Christian sect), Moslem, Protestant 
minorities. ECONOMY: Copra, sugar, abaca, lum- 
ber, fishing, gold, lead, manganese, iron, copper, 
chromite. CITIES: Manila, port, industrial center 
(pop. 1,339,000); Quezon City (Manila suburb), 
capital; Baguio, summer capital; Pasay; Cebu. 
CLIMATE: Hot, humid, heavy rainfall. 
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Mill keep that idealism from flowering full). 

Far more than wars and on upation. geogra- 
phy h as fragmented tin* Republic of the Philip 
pme>. Its S ? people live on a ir.tlaw 
of islands strung out north and south for 1 J5t) 
miles between the Pacific Oeean and the South 
China Sea (maps, page*; /■ 12-1 a). 

No one knows how many island.* then* arc. 
the republic i Fad f says smiply 'Snore than 7,100/’ 
New islands appear from time to time as vol- 
canoes thrust their smoking cones above the sea. 
And, after a few years of pounding by the waves, 
some of these new islands vanish. 

The eruption of Taal Volcano on September 
2S, 1065, emphasized again the influence of 
titanic natural forces on life in the Philippine* 

I he \ of aiiti, i Ding as an island in Fak*- 'l ank 
40 miles soulli of Manila, roared for (Free 
day* ami kk. ird out untold tons of mud and 
glowing pumice (page* 400-7) Field; ,ncl 
bouses were bmied under siltlike ash. I* wo 
bundled people lost t heir live>, and ihousmuw 
d homeless on i he island anal around die lake 
i .« i re l ike/, -o relief centers. 


Mv wife wanted to get awav, ut 1 
wanted to watch a little longer The eruptions 
were not very strong at first. 

“About half an hour later, a deafening blast 
ihook the island. It was time to leave/' 
Conrado Andal jammed 20 women and 
children mto the same small boat we were 
using. Thev Marled north. aw ay tn-m the v >( 
arm / eruption i elite! They had traveled 
about two ami a half miles when another ex 
>losion split the night. 

“There was a big volume of gas and steam/ 
Mr. Andal said. “That was when the storm 
and electrical display started. It was just like 
Roman candles — flashes of red and yellow/’ 
The eruption, possibly triggered by seepage 
if water from the lake into the depth* of the 
.*arth, created its own thunderstorm. Billion 
jf gallons of water, steam, gas, and mud 
;humed into the air. 

?\ I r Andal remembered shuoMi!.' to boat • 
aiads of reUtere* Iron; the island loina-i north 
"] was at raid of the big waves that would 
om, /’ he told us IF warning* * void not be 
ae.inl in the noi* y night. Mum the \ olca 
lok \a a inn drowned win n -ewmn w:\\ * en 
..ndfed their o verb jaded ho.Us. 

On September 50, Ui n5, Taal -un-wed up a 
)ku k cinder rone 1,000 feet in diameter. It 
Armed a horseshoe islet ( \ in inlet at 

upper right. page 507). \\ isp* o! steam still 
.'scaped I mm the cone near liie wale; hue a* 
V ve » /imbed its cent') sloping shk ami had a 
picnic lunch on the rim. 
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(hater- peeked time bomb, Taal \ oleum rises 
from Lake Taut. 40 miles south of Manila. Dor 
mant for half a eenliirv, tile volcanic island sud- 
denly erupted in September. 1 ‘Ho . blasting out the 
inlet at upper right and spewing a>h and pumiec 


Irom the new crater in the ink 
sand feet aloft, spreading de 
huried stores {> i d u * <atail)s- 
their nourishing stands of t 
Two (lav.- later tin* volcano 
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